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Yeah Yeoh it's big Cope from the Bron where illegal graffiti is realer than you 
think. So let's kck a litle something ofout thedllegal port of graffiti, and how I've 
experienced it over my fifteen years. Illegal graffiti 
has come a long way, as every writer knows. It all 
started with people just writing their names on walls, 
and of course subways. Subway graffiti is definate- 
ly illegal, and has been since it all started, way back 


in the early sixties in New York. Every writer knows 


that if you get caught doing a burner, bombing, or 
just writing your name on the subway, you will be put through the system. That's the 
way i's always been, and why writers have to go out late at night to hit them. Illegal 
graffiti has now gone beyond subways, and has just 
gotten iller. It’s taken over the streets, train tunnels, 
sanitation trucks... Anything that a writer wants to 
put his name on. You got writers bombing highways 
all over the world. Highway bombing plays a big 


part in illegal graffi, and has been for @ lot longer 


than a lot of writers think. I’ve done a lot of high- 


ways in my time, especially when I had wars with other writers. Illegal graffiti can 
also be risky. Besides having the vandal squad out there trying to catch writers, you 
could be bombing a tunnel and get smacked by a 
train, or if you‘re out bombing highways, you could 
get smacked by an eighteen-wheeler. Either way, 
that’s the end of your ass. After all that, you’ve still 
got writers out there hitting subways, where it all 


began. Like me, | love subways. Cutting a hole in 


the fence, sneaking into a yard, and just catching 
wreck on a train, Even getting chased is fun. It's real, and in my blood for life. Any 
of you that come from the old train days know what I’m saying. Another big part 
of illegal graffiti today is hitting freights trains. 
Lately, a lot of writers have been smashing trains all 
over. Freights are cool, but it's just not the same. 
They’ re just too easy, Even though illegal graffiti has 
come a long way and a lot has changed, no matter 


what happens the government and authorities will 


never stop it. Every day there's a new writer born. 
They'll get influenced by other writers ite me, and keep shit real, making sure graf- 
fiti is here forever. From the ever-so-popular Bronx graffiti hardcore gangsta, Cope. 
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doesn’t even live in. When the streets are strewn with 
scribble, the scripted style of a Twist tag claims the eye of 
writers and the uninitiated like none other. 


Twist - Yeah, | think | do 2 lol on my awn. 1 


better or for the worse prefer to Keep it thal way. 
Raven, -De you svar gat bored with idan al 
6 raffit and just decide like, fuck it I'm not jwist - Oakland's a great place todo graffiti too, 
The _toueh of Twist means sincerty, and a whole. Senna dy ths shit anymore? vealy op huge wile ad sh 
hearted honesty that can burn with a sticker tag. | The Twist - Yeah sometimes | get really bored wen Normally when you go ou! painting, 
characters and icons are the same, free of the posturing, then | just start trying to do something da you usually’oo wihoher peorie? 
fashion, and insecurity thal has characterized so much of else. Changing my materials help. Using Trist - | go by myself a lot, but recent- 
what the publ refers to as Bad Graffiti. Twist embraces brushes ly Tve been going with olher people, 
the Bad and does it with such id scan o Va BO. fou.can wach your baat e 
Jarsh ink oul litle bil, You know, even like 
honesty that it pees siraigin to on the street. night, there were two or three 
the soul for all its vandalism. fe 
‘ Mert ‘atex. — pani, times when the cops rolled by, | 
To truly learn from Twist is not rollers - what obably would've. overlooked 
ne 4 : 
to swipe the script or cop t ever it takes to that if | was by myself. It's good 
characiere, Wha Twist has to put the spark back to have someone to go wih 
offer us all is a lesson in sincer- into it. To me, gral 
ity. If we all took it to heart, we fiti ic ‘not just’ Sbout Raven, = What plang do, you 
Oe Ae omeotsh te Seay pak ('innk — ‘have for what youre. ding 
enlightening purpose after so Re ere Bee mind ounie of ae lke have 
State you know jou thought that you were 
much contusion, Sealing vrpeever Bone pov something. 
Flavor What do you thin of core of Vit's“whatever’ ‘you Twist I think that 1 just 
these progucbons tat are beng done, can use afuckingrock wanna paint more, more wih 


and scratch your brushes, learn all that, Cant 


ot super info productions and stuf name into something, go wrong with thal, regular 


Jou know, | Tie stu tats like. ey, Pie 


‘ it shouldnt be about Stull, traditional amwork, its 
LET ne Ot herr goma dois jan ou matenals. There's so all nsipes out with It 
just edit the whole thing down and fax Sai re all « Lacy eas on spray Raver How 'd you come up 
you @ copy, you can eliminate or Siam jolla use this and Twist - Ch, after | came back 
Slaborale then Vt ust rte oft. 1 iat I like to push from China, Poking, China, it 
think, i's lust too: much labor ov everything a bit was like Pe-king, like Pe-kin 
people are pushing & but aot oft ust harder. Spray, brushes, posters, whalover. on graffi, or Péking on ack 
Somias out baking like murals to me, You know | don't ike ragging. on Push itil if gets ugly, Thats wry | ike # or whatever. Kinda” dumb, 
people, but | don't like when people do like forest scenes and stuff, Iik people bs ft bes 3 ere was a time when | was 
when people do roally bugged out shit, just to offend you and shit, or use an avocado pl oF whatever hey use 10 sick of my tag, just neede 
lust push i'se far in this one virection that you dont know what the Sol. Ws wierd, | tke stull like that, } kinda something to push besides tha. 
Het Pabing on. Push stuf tn this other direction, gating Bask to tho guess that | tong for the past when it was Raven - That's really cool how 
Ugly, breaking graffiti back down, ike deconstruction gratfiti, But it's Tht ee COR ANOW that’s ck gets Bem there,’ Ret les 
pach pushedess much as k can be, well, not as farasit can be, bul Wwist ; That Brazilen graffiti thats done whole olhet ily, = 
i's been pushed really far. i's kinda been pushed in this one ap pte Mn gle me EB wist - Different place, too, whole 
Gieetion, bnd rs not Ike predictable. but its Kinda like a form: wierd, well, to me - to them it's standar different scene. yet its s0 close, It's 
and they just basically just start deconstructing, like raw lel- Raven - Judging from what I've seen of like a New Jersey / New York City type 
ters, you know what I mean, lixe oroke It back down, for the your stuff, it seems like you do more stuff thing. A bridge. i's a lot more pure 


‘on your own than most kids. there, it's @ lot more tight you know, like: 


Raven - Now they don't have any excuse 
i'm from here oF there, now it up to 
them to really rely on their talents. think you're 


ecially because a jot of cit 


San Francisco's really transient, like writers come and go. it _es, 
jown on graffiti, 


{Gakland] has like what you'd call a solid scene. Spieand starting 0 crack 


Dream, those guys do @ lol of work 's from San gonna go back to its roots a little bit more. r 
Francisco, and Dream's out in Oakland. Dream's the it's getting to be a lot more high lecn. Ive going 1o see @ lof of new ways where graifll is 
grandpappy of oakland as Dug and TMLE are tothe S.F. actually heard that kids in Europa use night gonna be pioncered Ike @ long time, ago, you 
Scene. (odor hd wellde _would have black book Wniers, thats ail they did, 

2 Wao and stu’ ike rock black books, now you'll have the same thing 


thet when ‘theyre’, exceot that they rock magazines. Kids who have a lif: 

thought, kinda Ike Chi¢ago, You just don't hear PEning te wains, tle wall in their backyard Where they rock nice pieces 

much about what happens here. iB bnd. thats how ‘send to magazines. 

Twist - Kind of ts own little thing. | know people: they're able to Tink that fats cool though as long as people are 
legate and leaming the lechniques and shit. As long as 


Raven - Frisco's always been Kinda isolated, | 


dont take pictures and send them out, I've never saint those lop 10 a 
done that, send pictures to magazines. People yottoms stil Sryrolnorested and caning fs weight think that that's ine. 
are just lazy here. + i Twist «| like the Twist - I think it's like a mind state, not really what you do, 
Raven - | guess the reason LA. gets so much Raven - Gotta get i's how you go about it and integrate it with your lile. Like 
exposure if cauge they were so competitive lor Carer iners 2 _the storytelling part ot it 09, like folklore, you know like how 
awhile, It doesn't seem like in San Francisco muc ng on, stories get passed along. Like when you retell igme 
there Were ever all these kids struggling for the 4 Jongotel ese that slory ol the train yard when your ‘niend got the dogs 
spallight yougotallnese sicced on him, | couldn't remember whether | had read it or 
Pwist L-A. fhas a lot of good writers thal ju graft on the heard it belore, stories get passed along. The oral rstory of 
don't aver get any airplay, you know. Like New itemet graffiti, i's real nice, | like that too.Sometimes i gets. exag- 
York, there's 90 many good writers who just Regts'There’s erated, siories pel baper_ |The oral tration is euch 
never gal aiplay. i's S0 competitive. | think its ai’trese now part of graft, That's why | think i's real important in. ma 
like that every- all tese new Fines te have artices, the stale of what's going on in graft 
where though, Can cheo in _gheck the temperature nationwide, worldwide. 
Raven - It's an incredible thing that something can happen out an 


‘ “ 
Ont | the East coast and somebooy on the West cal can Know about 


fit tenresented, 
think that its natu- inink trains {talmosi as s00n ast happens. Just through word of mouth , the 
rally like that any. CNN of graffiti’ Al 
way, but here, if the latest gossip, 
you’ slack off toa eventually the word 

Much, there’s nat es Out. 
joing 'to be anyone laven = Out of all 
joing anything, 1 the places you've 
i 4 traveled lo, like 
Ghina and all those 


people just never S_— 


Raven - The can- 

vases, you do prt places, what's been 

marily with Marsh our favomne? 

Ink right? wist - Tibet was 

Twist ~ Yeah, all | : insane. | went right 
: in betwoen when 


use is Marsh, | love 
it, great stuff.’ | won- 
dar why people don't 
fuck around with 
malerials more, like 


they stopped letting 
people in, a kinda 
grey area.’ We were 
ck in this wierd 


part of China, it was the only place to get in. 


will stil continue 


why is it that it peg ewe 
always has lo be Twist Freights? ven - De jou paint there ai all? 
Raven -Vegh jst Twist - (laughs) "No, | was 100 blown away with everything, 


through a pen, you 
can use the same ink 
through a brush. It's still graffiti to me. 
Raven-Did you do much painting when you 
were in Brazil? 

‘Twist - Yeah, they have a lot of highway and 

byway, underpasses, il just kinda like runs ram- 

pant under there, Eke stencil art, big brush paint- 
Ings, they all just like graf art'a5 like sireet art 
They do a lot of spats like that. it doesn’ matter 
how you do it anymore, just So lang as you do ft 
its like the mind Of graft 


Twist - What do you think graffiti has in store for it 
in the next five years? 


cause they're so Everythings so oid and intense, | wes just taking it in. 

easy and fun. Like pee ys: 

the thread that uni- Raven - Have you always lived in San Francisco? 

fies everybod! Twist - Yeah. f 

tnt” Kinda like ‘Raven - When did you siatt painting around here? : 

America too, like how Taste 85, 84 and BS | siarted tagging. | guess that's 
what | still do anyway. 

eh ee Raven - Was it alvalys Twist from the beginning? 

Everyone had a longing Twist - Yeah it was always Twist, | had a coupla other 

for trains, | think thats ‘a dumb tags in the beginning. Slam. That was my first 

really nice thing, it's part tag, Slam. (laughs] 

OfArencan cuff, tains, Raven - When aid the style thet most poople know you 

i's cool that you can see for, like the icons and characters, when did that star, 

trains laying up on the free- was there a Twist before that? 

1a, it's about ready to tun a way, and you can say youl saw pagole from Twist No, there was this one, guy fro! 


Oakland, he 
ike old 


Raven mink hk ite gor $ a i , 
new leaf, the era of huge productions is starting to go the East coast, ke yeah, | saw a Cycle bain, used 10 Write Plato, his tag's still arounc 
down’ Beopio have just taken 1 pretty much a faras np ast conse yeah, [san eCAe ta, “ones. he used to wre lke everyone alse, but he 
they're gonna go wilh it. It's ready to move on, it's one ‘hat. The thoughts being translated, the would nave this Oon Martin Head throwup, he 
chapter, you Kriow. Somebody's just waiting to break the work's being dono by the tain, would do it with a marker, this dumb outline with 
ice and as soon as it happens itll catch on tke wildfire but Raven ~ ff creates ike a level playing fie a huge hairdo with his tag. I would walk around 
ino ones done anything yel, it always takes somebody to do it Where kids in like, Wyorning can be on and say fuck. thal guy's tag always stands 
first. Productons are cool, there'll always be people that do the same level as kids {rom the Bronx, oul, just cause he does thal, So naturally 
them, but you have these huge crew-wide productions, spending Twist - That's a good point, that’s real: lifted that. beoause an image comes 

across to everyone, do a head or 


two weeks to do your piece and stufl, That's slowly fading away, ly good, i 
nilinbeds on page 


Obione - A.O.D. Mi 


Twist continvod. 
sorely fk com rt ivy: Sot td 


1g hat with my tog, doa face with the tg oe something like tha 


Twist -1 got mere serious, | weno Cenrcl Ameice for He © peor, drone down ia avon, we were gonna drive down, ended 

tp inPancma,® ahi. When Vcome bod twos 1989, igh when ev mc concl pc oe Ve beak 

tnd ssid fuck, evaryonat gten x0 goad everthing go real dear, 20 cane back and wer tially blown oway, twos ike 

off - you con ocuolly Go suff wh Wf | hod theaght wes fle. id W wih cer peeple, goto cubs, suff like that 

Shite bord nares. S0 when somebody med ra on fo one of ose tips, # took me a whe te leorn how to we but | 

Sored doing owups, sil ike dong tate bombsng” pot with people! the redoing « big production, do swé 

onthe sides’ but us kinda prefer bombing though Jas mall | apprecite what everyone's doing, bul everyone's got a 

{Geus on what hey doing Some people es! do produce, or some people jst do wife piece, un ike to be that 

cy who jst kes topo bambiag. Sweet stu 

Tver - You've token who! you enjoy doing ond taken it prety fax. You've found yourself nice lle niche ond filed # wel 

cs Fat os doing who! you wont to do. 

Fwiat Thos one of fe things Ilike abou! graft, nobody recly fel you wha! do, but then there’ all hese oped lows 

ot bold's kt of people beck, Ws « werd thing, somihing ths os ree ox graffi ond fren here’ all hase logs thal 

you're nol supposed to de. think Fries nee nobody Knows sho te halls going on onyvey, Se 

Tech wierd ah live srhol tay bell tel poem ley. Theft 5 seat ne aemderd or to upd here, 

1s sill later focused, but a lat of other shit too. IF yow're sure you're vertovs and you do enough of it, people ore gonna 

mcogiae Be 

Tower - The orwork that you do, like sone ofthe drowingt and canvases end the printmcking sul, did thot grow out ot 

gpl or wat ithe ciher ray arcana 

Brat hink gr fis, vw chways linda dosed ond sl, | got recy into grit om lke 88 through 90, tm sl rea 

Yin a, ong te pet wih eh oft ton tan wt hoa whore oe orn ol 
i cr hor, wha theve suppoted modern crits are doing - i ade we fet opprecie rolls oven more. Ws a cmnbé 
Jon ef perlomonce or. yore heling ou! here, hie dong in publ. doing somthing like @ proce ond hen 

bere, you know People have ly deol wit it ether way. I olways worked forme. ohecys Ded 

income ct ff whan‘ ht ong rowing i rein es ws oxy. 

7 o, you oa ited loft of ings, to, be cobvertxing Darks ned su kw thot ord thera’: no nay 
ST ease teh cs ctesacalcs sissy Bens Bo qachced oommanans: Uakenen kom flee akon cad 

Iara or soretheg, ced you con oenelly odvertse~ | tal Uke ifs te only way ean haep up 

Raver - Wha dredtian ae you heading in nom, ary ideas? 

vist - ghd | howe ne oon 

Raves - Eipecioly now wih os mony shows 01 you've had, ov onthe Eas cost, yow hod like what, ree shows «the oot 

in Boston, re nw in Ses York, on then pou had werk ty Cty Dealers Were do pov wont lo go il 

Frist - Fd the forthe whe thing fo be tolan more srtovly. | thiak the ort acl’ relly ule gh now, Artin genera, 

hot yov sor in must ond ollie ia real lola, Ol howe akiveons need tobe hing deomed ovt ond roc voady 

new wf, You need fil all oF these reeds, as lor 08 yourg energy ond avi¥ Ike that Pushing boundaries haunt been 

ecepted. ls oie thing though, hayre not ony more open ha they ve ever bean People hoe graf. People have 

Se osept hat occapiance won't happen 

fiover * Whot Ive fornd thot 4 unutual nthe graf world is ht when people ster doing gallries and sul, de to tcboos, 

you cant do both, gst, roi, keeping real ond this ott Pople mex on ore do clei, bl wey few pa 

He have been eble fe sre both works and be succesful n bo. twos prety surprised io find ou thal you were doi 

al dees corms re! fed ou wore clog oll hem sows ond os ont cesbeng fo ct acely cn ew, you ida wal 

your name out fr aie spot in the galery 

Fe hrf ore Sing gar town you head he trees o mach orton he eth how fe 


yee going to be ding indoor sf yexve gona be doing jst a mach cutoos sl 
Raves 


ct wa» really tho whole point of graft onyway, fe gat your name out thers and hit ox many spats os yov con. 
he ore you con get. Theoretical fee thoi bea rie, bt pele fink yee sling eu whe ou hook vp 
with galleries 

Twist“ Ifs wierd, because that’s the most slegant thing in the whole of graf 

Rawes - Howe you neticed ony animosity loword what you're doing by other writers? 

Taist- No, aclolly | think ifs been prety supportive. Theor abet oll hese New York shows where if ll the old writers 
who get the gallery shows and theres onimorty from the younger writers becoute they never get shows, hear that all the 
Tse. | mean, fuck, f her's all haze alder writers ond thayre sll geting all the shows, he younger guys - I think thot 
legitimate. There's been enough Kine patsed, ifs defintely tine foro change New leas, whot people are pointing on 
SUF Uke thot. These guys deserve their doy inthe sun to. 


Twist= wouldn't mind deing art for living. you bnew? I | con de i without soerficing 


Rerese - Hove you dene ony inteaticnal thaws or anything yet? 
Twist did 0 show when I was in Brazil twas like residency there, when | was there, and towards the end of @ they 
wwonted me lo doa show. What 'd done there There wos somehing im Aural, 120, bet | dan't know what it wo. The 
Same guy that did that City Folk show or whatever. Australia was some group show, kite some (ellapallooza for over ther, 
Called Summersoul, hey bad oll thas bunds end @ tering art show toe, Futura was in 


Raves ~ So what hind of cdvenures have you had I'm sure you most have some stories from all hese road trips you de. 
Twist- Oh, fuck, mon, | love 

Raves ~ Any good adventures, cool places you've been oF 

Twist- Nicorogvo wos realy nice. Traveling’: great, you coe get off onywhere you go 


fovea - Se, cut of al the damage you've done in San Fronciaco end everyuhare sie, have you wer goon cought 
Twat ve eon orvetad, but Pee paver bean kan ta <aun. it eoys bean dropped. We have fix wierd hing hare where 
theres no graft tos fore, theres never been one. and thers ne networking or oning. They de tis penalty box hi 

iar etd yu ik on ie | cng oo oi hy ep nee ig bi wat oe ee 
baht} ona, nel thay tckd "hap, whet one oe doing over beret "oh | won ctching a ig, I wer ono Uy 
home from work” | st tld thom. I's ear fo be sroihtiorword wih fe cops, or lie “oh | wes writing my bond namo. 
Mola vers ba yu're rly epelopete. tke you's too cid fort tll. Wf acid. to get ets tere Thats bow iy 
how epproach. That or |ty 10 get ial done by bike 10 o'clock. | doa’ even Ike being ou os might onymmore. Groff con 
tag LE, gro checs the ergerctore: Wiley on evorydarg i coming Bock. Sel ty hove thao guys tha we sow os 
‘igh, they deve around ond match color, sy, someone hi thot green ove hee they con macs that ond js pare ovat 
inva cy thing, is prety sfciers, bt faye been siping lately cove ol then things areal crowed. These ore week 
ly things, ey lata week ond then they're gone 

Raven” These was are dashoyed, hough 

Twit They're darting Io layer, though, Ilore shen they sor! doing thot. They Icke on ther over ie 


Tuis- Youge fe Now York hooting of ll hess guys rem mogazies, nd then yoo go ond you don't see onyhing by ther 
Bu then | sw Cope, hayre sl king ear of tal, nol svicky mogazine places, nl jut lage maganine proces 

Raves - What's your honasl opine of magacines? 

Twas Theyre Tnbw."Ithinkifs.@ love/hate thing. | the them actly bacouse otherwise there's no woy you would 
ha bla trae kotha bls going an. Wovlng for a Sow Spy Clon rt fa fad ent al ha quesion, everybody rclens 
thot Natvrolly there were magazines, te uly represen! graff they had to be dene by people who do graffi themselves 
[ink wAhin the tes fom yoo everything’ gonna be exvored. | Kish TR sont the ‘sive het gorno beall bod shit. toy 
Ging. | love that sll, tht here's nating more beoutil then ctog, you Know whot meant Set wall thos loked down 
Feo | woulda’ mind doing © “sine thot fs! Rot. fogs, bombing, In lew Yor. there ore oll hove kids het prety 
‘much ust do Browups, thy prety much ron New York 

fearon Thnte''ny th coed sel, Ainge i Racaaie ci hopes GF Sno Sa eneny new lok: iy onto inl 


Twist There’ 10 much information. | ihink the ease with which | can get them is ost reat. Igo to Tower and pick them ol 
Up iacone swoop and know whats going on. We never hod that technology before. 

Raves - There's other kinds of suff | wanted toesplore. | wos thinking cbov! doing o limited edition "12 oz, Prophet on CO 
ROM. 

Twist - That'd be supor nie. 

Raves - Then you coud zoom in ond pon crowed o piece. Al 
Feist That'd be inne. 


Reaves ~ You're realy into shit he's ll nundown and decaying, heh? 


DZINE continued from page 2 
respect for writers who have families to take care of that still bomb and paint 
because it's whot they LOVE, the ect of painting, rather than some kid who 
works at Dunkin Donuts and is siill living with his/her moms trying to “keep 
it real’. I'm really anxious to see twenty years from now who is still pointing 
‘and who hes survived this third mainstream resurgence of Hip-Hop. 

have always felt Hip-Hop is in the mental and not a foshion statement. 
Weren't the laws of Zulu meantas 0 foundation for awareness, growth, and 
one love? Though each individual hos their own mind to make up, isn't it 
fime to de eway with the writer on writer crime? Do away with the “Yo, you 
went over my name" type shit. But even though that kind of emotion is what 
some people enjoy and some say is what keeps the culture and you on your 
toes... Do we really want fo stick someone for going over o tag or a burner? 
[which lagree deserves a good oss whooping sometimes). Only we can con: 
vol our destiny, As far as “being reol” or keeping it “true”, if anyone wants 
some artwork by me, and paint how and what | want fo paint..and get paid 
for it, then bring it on baby! But if you're not paying my gas bill, I'm going 


to paint what ! want, where | want (not going over anyone of course) ond 


paint how | feel. As long as you know in your heort what is right and what 
is wrong thet is what matters, not what anyone thinks abou! you or what they 
tay about you. Because the other person has every right to say what they 
foel.., Art is like religion, every one has their own philosophies and thoughts 
on the way it should be, some people go to certain extremes to get their point 
across, $0 it's « full cirde. It will go on forever. But the most fucked up thing 
is that this has been going on since the beginning of fime. Everything has 
been done before. Even belore the first writer even wrote on a train. Sure in 
New York it was done with @ sprayean, bu! what about the futurists in 1919 
with the 7 AgitTrain, painting visuals and writing propaganda like “Every 
nation had or still has, its own form of posse’ism fo overturn. We are not 
Bolsheviks becouse we have our own revolution to moke”...sound familiar? 
Or what about these huge burners being done. Some of them ore fucking 
mind blowing. but have you ever seen a mural done by the great Mexican 
murolists? Even modern muralists cant fuck with them. And it was David 
Alfaro Siqueros in the late 40's who insisted trying spray guns to exacule 
murals faster...imagine if they got o hold of a spraycan?... The point I'm try- 
ing to make is | don’t think everyone is that original and you have to. odmit 
that some pieces start looking ¢ little repetitious end this includes my own 
work. But that doesn't mean we can’t evolve and expand. So when people 
ask me what kind of artist | omé Is simple, I'm an ortist. Not o spraycan 
ortist or @ graffiti artist. Just an artist. | love to create, We ore one of the 
largest art subcultures ond are the biggest since conceptual art evolved in the 
early 70's. The world is Fucked up as it is with Newt Gingrich, so let's beou- 
tify the world with some burners, On thot lovely note I'll laave you with my 
Jerry Springer thought of the day. 

“By all means necessary the rap audience must grow up, the same type 
of fighting we do, they do, except we've got nothing to blow up. It doesn’t 
mater if you win or lose , its how good you play the game. This is the old- 
est sneak attack because it tokes away our senses to gain. IF all | dois just 
play the gome then I’m just mediocre. We strive to be the best we can be, 
not fo just get over. Some people say that life on a whole is serious and noth: 
ing is funny, but that is only if you base your life around competition and 
money...Yeah I’m moking some money, he’s making some money. But none 
of these things are necessities, what | find to be « necessity is controlling a 
positive dostiny”: From “Necessary” KRS ONE:Boogie Down Productions 
"By All Means Necessary” 1988. 

ONE LOVE, Dzine ‘96. 
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When 12 oz. Prophet 2, me to write a article about 
doing “Legal” work on the street, | questioned the editor's 
intentions on why he wanted me to write for this special issue. 
Though I've been fortunate enough to do 
work for Mtv, Sony, Warner Bros. and com- 
panies of the sort, that doesn’t mean that I 
don’t bomb anymore. | just don’t bomb in 
Chicago, point lank. When iliga fa Neve 
York, Italy, England or Paris | represent 
Chicago and the Midwest. I've been fortu- 
nate enough fo bomb with some of the best 
in New York and Eos: As far as Chicago, what do | have to 
prove to anyone here 21.... I've paid my dues, Being inducted 
at the age of fifteen in 1986 into the 
S.M.O.G crew (Supreme Masters of 
Graffit) ond. bombing everything from the 
Archer Ave. bus terminal to the Skokie 
yards & rooftops along the Douglas "B" line 
( now known as the Blue Line} I've had my 
share of geting up. By 1789, | had hooked 
up with Casper and created one of the best 
crews in Chicago.... the “Aerosoul Crew’. In the past few 
years'| have since left the crew that | helped start, but Aerosoul 
still represents lovely. 

First and foremost | have mad love & 
respect for for my fellow artists like Cope 2 
{fellow journalist), TAT crew, FX crew, La 
Force Alphabetick, BBC crew, W.C artists, 
and all of the “Old School” who have 
paved the way for me to earn my ranks in 
this game called "fame". But before | get 
into “I see this whole culture this way” and what | think, don’t 
forget that I’m only a grain of sand in the ocean, I'm one per- 
son giving my opinion and using one of my 
first amendment privileges (God bless 
‘America, you gotta love om’)....0.K, now 
that that’s all cleared up, let's go baby! 

When | was thirteen and sow “Style 
Wars” for the first time, | was in Puerto Rico 
on Vacation and | shitin my pants. The next 
day | went out and | started tagging the 
name “BX"(special effects) all over my aunt's chicken house 
and on the huge boulders down by the river...and my nuts tin 
gled every time | got up!. That is when | entered my first stages 
of *Graffit” ond then into this world called “Hip-Hop. Let's 
start off with the word “Graffiti”, derived from the word 
"Graflito” which means scrawling, inscribing, or drawing on a 
wall. Sure we have all done that phase and it’s o natural pro- 


gression, “but didn’t we tail call ourselves writers woy 
before the media and Norman Mailer got a hold of us and 
published “The Faith of Graffiti"? Aren‘t we the ones who 
should be controlling our culture, what we 
label ourselves as, and enjoying the 
rewards of our hard work? Lotely it doesn’t 
seam that way. Spraycan as an art is part of 
this bigger entity known as Hip-Hop which 
has been raped and left for dead, but if we 
as. culture can control how other American 
inner city and suburbia people abuse it, we 
wouldn't be on the same path as the “Romans” and the “Incas” 
of self-destruction. The culture will always be here but it will 
never be the era of the “Planet Rock”, so we 
go on our mission to preserve what was 
“fun then, Id be geeked when she’ come 
around, slim was fresh Joe, when she was 
underground, original, pure, untompered 
down sister... boy | tell ya’. | miss her” 
(Common Sense: “I used to Love H.E.R” from 
the album Resurrection) aifitude. And some- 
fimes people will ask me, “Yo wussup with all these permission 
walls you do2!”, my answer is plain and simple. But first, my 
questions to them are “How old are you?” & 
“Do you stil live with your moms"?... I don’t 
know every person's situation and I really 
don’t care, but I'm twenly five years old and 
I'm fortunate enough to have a great girl 
{even though | like to ploy the pimp role 
sometimes), a nice studio, an apartment, a 
computer, and a full color catalog that | 
poid for. And | haven't punched a clock for anyone in four 
years. When | work for Warner Bros. doing “Batman: The 
Ride” go look at what I paint. Letters and 
characters. Also, some bombing to put up 
my close friends and people | respect. If you 
look at the work | did for “Mortal Kombat 
Ill", I did straight up tags with a Pilot. When 
you look at my canvasses that | show in gal- 
leries...Oh shit.. wait! They don’t look like 
“Graffiti”! That's right, because when | paint 
in my studio | paint what | feell If it’s listening to Miles Davis or 
Jimi Hendrix, | paint what | want. | don’t paint B.Boys with 
back packs holding my nut sack, because it's not who | am. But 
when | paint in public it’s a different form of communication, 
whether it’s political or a straight up wildstyle burner. | paint 
for myself, and like Rakim said, to “Move The Crowd", In the 
some respect other writers paint their own emotions. | have 
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Start icing the beers and hiding your women cause the big boys at Twelve Ounce 


“Prophetandthe Soul. Kitchen, will be) hitting the road this summer for our first 


“Paint; Plunder, and Pillage Tour +96”. Besides stomping a trail across the... 


country and back,-and filming the first fully authorized: Prophet Video, we're also 


going to-have.a little “Host With. The Most: Contest”. This will be where your cre- 
ativity counts. Whoever of you out there that.can hook shit up the lovelyist will not 
only earn the respect. ofa couple’of brothers.from the bottom, ‘and_put their town 
onthe map, but: will also earn the ultimate luxury dream jackpot! 


A life-long subscription to Twelye Ounce Prophet Magarine-o 
A stack of-baok’isives foryot and your'érew 
‘Owe thousand assorted. fan and thin éaps 
A aift wrapped bog containing an Ultra Wide anda Mini Wide 
One hundred bucks to kill avthé Soul Kitchen 
‘A super jumbo ecofaniySized'box.of jimmy hats 
A heavy duty inflatable-mistressfor you and yotit boys to share 
anil best of all. 

Your mug immortalized within the pages of\a genuine issue Of Twelve Ounce Prophet! 


* Wor more inforiation or to_tall-us that your up. for the challenge call 912-238-1844 


or write ‘to 15 at: 


¢ “Bek the lotto, bring onthe Prophet Jackpot”.c/o Twelye Ounce Prophet Magazine 


P.O. Box 160601 Jpentit, Florida’ 33116-0601 


NTE) 


a connection in clothin 


705 W. Mitchell St. Milwaukee WI 414-645-6677 


